
It was at the end of February. We were setting up 
a concert for about 300 people. While working, we 
were listening to the local radio when the news 
reporter was talking about a ban for large events. 
At first, we did not think much of it because it is 
a rather small and local event tech company we 
were working for.

Suddenly it was  
dark and silent
Ninian M. St.Gallen



With the hourly updates from the radio, it had got-
ten clearer what the federal council had meant 
with its restriction. It was not just all events with 
more than a thousand people that got cancelled, 
but also smaller events had to get a dedicated 
permission from the health administration. Sud-
denly, not only the job of that day was at risk, 
but pretty much all future events could have been 
cancelled. The event manager passed his whole 
day dialling numbers to find out if it was even 
worth going on with our work.



Then the big relief. We had permission, and we could go on 
with our work. The concert went exceptionally well. We had 
nearly a full house. Only a few elderly people profited from 
the full refund they got by cancelling their ticket.



The next few days had been especially tough for my boss. Not 
only large concerts had been cancelled. Also trade shows, 
weddings and general assemblies all did not happen. Within 
the next two weeks more than 60% of the revenue of a whole 
year was lost. My boss knew he would not be able to pay 
the salary for all ten employees if it was going on like this. 
This had caused quite some anger in the industry. Why we? 
How can a government simply shut down a complete industry 
which many people rely on?



The next few days, all employees had been called to the office. Our 
boss had to announce that he applied short-time work for everybody. 
But this did not apply to me and some of my colleagues. We are free-
lancers and because we only get paid for how much we work we had 
to go empty-handed.



I was lucky because I was 
still booked for a rather 
small musical production. 
They got a permission to 
play the show. But there was 
a presence list where every-
body had to sign and give his 
address. Also, I as a sound 
technician had to disinfect 
all the microphones before 
we were able to start. The 
next day even those events 
were prohibited. Switzer-
land went into a lockdown.



Now it was not just the event industry that got shut down but 
also many other industries like tourism, gastronomy and the 
whole educational sector. For me personally it was not nec-
essarily a bad thing. Being a full-time student while working 
a half-time job at the weekends certainly was not healthy in 
long terms. But now I suddenly got time for myself. Next to 
studying for university I started watching tutorials and at-
tended webinars for all sorts of thing. To be as educated and 
knowledgeable as I have never been before as soon as we 
were opening up and I could go to work again.



Unfortunately, not everybody was able to enjoy that time as much 
as I was. I am extremely lucky that I still live at my parents’ house 
and that they are still feeding me. So, I do not rely completely on my 
earnings unlike many of my colleagues I know from work. I had a few 
phone calls with some very frustrated friends who were not able to 
pay their rent and would not be able to even buy food if it were going 
on like this. It was an extremely huge relief when the federal council 
announced that short time work would now for this time also be ap-
plicable for freelancers.



Due to the increased demand on groceries and the popularity 
of online shopping the logistics in behind
were at its maximum. They had to get more trucks and
more truck drivers. They knocked at the door of
some companies in the event industry.
Suddenly their truck was transporting vegetables instead 
of musical cases.



Now also the whole music industry has gotten creative. In-
stead of setting up speakers for big crows one had to set up 
cameras to stream a small living room concert to the inter-
net. It had never been profitable for a company, but it was 
about solidarity and giving something to everybody because 
we were all in the same boat.



Meanwhile infection rates decreased more and more. Switzerland was talking 
about opening. On events the federal council remained silent. A festival summer 
was unlikely but plausible. Some hope was still present but then the message was 
clear: No events above a thousand people until the end of august. This was some-
what of a disappointment but on the other hand there was certainty. So, the big 
openair meadows remain green this year all across Switzerland.



Now safety concepts have been written down 
and accepted by the government. The council 
announced to loosen the restriction now also for 
public events. This means events for less than 
three hundred people are now allowed. I have al-
ready been booked for an openair theatre play 
throughout this summer. Working will from now 
on not be the same but I am glad to be back to 
business.


