
Long-distance relationship 
          A story from Gertrud E 



Crossing the borders to Austria or Germany is a matter of 
course for us. There are rarely any controls at the borders.
I realized that I never really appreciated this privilege.
My residence is close to Austria and so I have a boyfriend from 
the other side of the Rhine. 



The corona lockdown led to a state of emergency. From March 
the 14th, all borders were closed. Only with a special permit 
was it allowed to cross the borders.

I looked into an uncertain future.
How long will the border be closed? A few weeks?
Or even a few months?



Being separated from family 
or in my case from my partner 
is not easy.
In Konstanz, a border fence 
was built where the couples 
could meet to talk. 

We didn’t meet up at the fence, 
the only contact we had was 
by mobile phone.



Daily followed text messages. In addition to the distance, I also 
worried that he would stay healthy.

It became a routine that we saw each other every evening by 
video call. We talked about our day and followed the news with 
great interest in order not to miss any news.



Luckily, I was often distracted with school because the weeks 
went by fast. If I was not busy with homework, I spent time with 
my family.

Still, there were moments when I felt sad and lonely in my 
home. I hoped that the pandemic would be over soon.



As the number of identified decreased, continued easing was 
announced. Almost two months later, in the beginning of May, 
the long-awaited news came that the border was passable again 
for families and couples with the appropriate documents.



I procured the appropriate papers and made my way towards 
the border. At the border there was a large number of customs 
officers. Every car was checked carefully.

I got a little nervous and hoped that everything would go 
smoothly. The officer checked my papers and allowed me to 
cross the border. The relief was great.



After 2 months we could finally hug again. 

I had the feeling as if it has been an eternity, but honestly, what 
are 2 months compare with a whole life. 


