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Selina Bärtschi

Rotterdam’s carbon footprint is five times  
bigger than Amsterdam’s. It has several harbours 
and industrial areas which cause high pollution. 
Hence, the rather industrial districts of Rotterdam 
are predestinated for a ‘Phytoremediation’.  
A technology where trees get planted on a certain 
area in the city and after 3 years the soil, air  
and water should be cleaned up – only through  
the activities of the trees and their rooting.

After getting the city area back in balance, the goal 
is to actively integrate the Urban Forest into the life 
of the citizens. The trees are getting partially re-
moved and the newly produced wood gets recycled 
to benches, tables, footpaths for the visitors of the 
forest.

My sketches show how an Urban Forest in  
Rotterdam could be used during all the 4 seasons 
and how it offers the citizens a place for nice  
activities and an opportunity to get back in balance 
as well.

Winter Spring

Winter

Autumn

Summer

Especially poplars are 
qualified for cleaning up 
the soil, air and water

After a few years, the forest 
will be partially removed. 
The wood can be used for 
benches, tables, footpaths ...

Now there is space for  
activities – all 4 seasons offer 
different experiences.

HOW TO ESTABLISH AN URBAN FOREST  

IN ROTTERDAM

4 THE BALANCE!
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RotterGreen
Baalbaki Aya

Rotterdam is a modern, attractive and courageous city. At 
first glance, you notice that they dare to try new things.  

I‘m one of those courageous people.
I want to build a completely green island next to the Erasmus 
bridge on the Maas. There are no cars there, and nothing 
else that harms the environment. Those who live there can 
completely switch off and breathe fresh air. This island is 
called „Rottergreen“.

That‘s how the island‘s supposed to be built. A lot of green 
areas and water are the most important.  
Since it is a habitable island, there are of course also houses 
or blocks of flats that fit my concept.

The blocks are covered with green areas. 
I prefer to build blocks to save space. Houses take up a lot of 
space on this small island.

To get to rest, or to do sports, there are worth seeing parks 
on the Rottergreen island. 
My opinion is that parks are needed for living. There you 
meet the neighbourhood, feel free and can forget everything 

The sports facilities are available. I focus on healthy fitness. 
People shouldn‘t pay for a subscription, they should take 
advantage of the possibilities outside.

There are many Parks on Rottergreen, on this I put my 
focus. I use the space that would have been needed for par-
king lots or cars for green areas. 
People should feel at home and healthy. It should be worth 
moving to this island.

Of course there is also public transport. 
I rely on metros, because they are also space-saving and 
environmentally friendly. The island is not very big, therefore 
2 lines are enough. There is also a Gondola.w

RotterGreen



GreenErasmus
Gabriel Baschung

The Erasmus Bridge is a well-known attraction in  
Rotterdam. The architectural masterpiece,  
especially the bridge pier, shapes the cityscape 
and is essential as a traffic junction. My idea is to 
make the Erasmus Bridge greener. The square  
under the bridge is dreary, grey and does not  
invite you to relax. That‘s why I replace a part of 
the square with a park. The city dwellers can relax  
there and have a good time. The station where 
the ferry stops will remain as it was in order to 
make the best out of the space. Small solar panels 
will be placed in the park to supply the lighting 
with electricity. Ivy can be found at the bridge, 
which is not only beautiful to look at. With its  
dense canopy of leaves, the ivy offers birds and 
insects winter quarters and breeding grounds 
in spring and summer. The plant also serves as 
a source of food for the animals. Also ivy stays 
green the whole year.  
The bicycle and pedestrian path now runs in a kind 
of „climbing plant tunnel“. This way you won‘t be 
annoyed by cars while strolling over the bridge, 
but you can see the view of the city, as the  
density of the ivy on the water side decreases.  
All in all, the Erasmus bridge should become  
greener and more inviting, but at the same time 
not lose its previous usefulness. The Erasmus 
Bridge will not only be used to cross the Maas, but 
also to relax and enjoy life. 

after

before
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My Idea 

is...

Milena Burch

... to pimp up old dock cranes.

Walking around in the harbor 
city Rotterdam, you can see many 
different dock cranes. As most of 
them are still in use, a few are 
out of service. My idea is to 
make something new out of them.
On the sides and along the steel 
cables are different types of 
vines. On the mast are lights, 
which are connected with the  
solar panels on the rooftop. 
The crane holds a huge pot with 
different kinds of plants. And at 
the back of the cabin are short 
stairs, which lead you into the 
comfy interior with benches and 
some more grennery.

The Flower Cranes are the per-
fect place to relax and enjoy 
some nature in the middle of the 
city.

vines
solar panels

lights

Flower Cranes
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My Idea is ...
a highway for pedestrians

Sarah Büchel

When I arrived in Rotterdam, I instantly noticed the high 
amount of tall and modern buildings all across the city. 
As a pedestrian it‘s annoying to walk twice the distance 
than the actual beeline. In addition to this, tram lines, 
crossroads, cyclists and hundreds of traffic lights make it 
hard to reach one‘s destination in reasonable time.

Therefore, I decided to create a pedestrian walkway on 
the rooftops of Rotterdam. Ropeways connect the hig-
hest buildings in a straight line, which allows pedestrians 
to quickly travel between A and B.

Flowers and plants as found in hanging gardens pro-
vide shade in the summer and contribute to a pleasant 
climate in the city. Additional towers may need to be built 
in rural areas where tall bulildings are lacking. 

V1

Glass   
          

V2

hard 

rubber          

Glass              
hard rubbernormal sidewalk route

Overground route

Overground network
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My Idea is a very futuri-
stic apartment building. 
Living, working and shop-
ping combined in one 
huge complex. 

Géraldine Brönimann

An elevator in the center of the building brings the residents 
up to their apartments. 

A glass tunnel (or tube) connects the elevator with the 
apartments. Every apartment has its own balcony with a 
360° view. 

The outer wall of the apartments are covered with flowers for 
insects, solar pannels for energy and a collecting point for 
rain water. 

The apartments offer much space for plants, bushes and 
even little gardens to plant your own vegetables. 

Besides the apartments there are also platforms in the midd-
le of the building for the community. There are trees, little 
ponds, playgrounds for the kids, cafés, shops and restau-
rants. 

So they offer everything which the heart could possibly 
desire.
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My Idea is ...

Claudio Caflisch

to create more parks in the close-knit city of Rotterdam, to 
bring back nature to our lives and relaxation in the minds of 
the people. How can we achieve that?

My plan is to use the space of the countless roofs of Rotter-
dam by bulding pavilions covered with climbing plants. The 
benefits are countless: the plants reduce temperature and 
humudity levels, provide shadow areas in the city and more 
usable space to relax and enjoy nature. 

The pavilions will be equippet with a pool that collects rain 
water for the plants, some chill benches and swings to sit in 
and drink some wine. Everyone can get on the roof from the 
ladder positioned on the wall outside.

See you soon, cheers!


